
2002 History Paper 
Mississippi Chapter ASHRAE 

 
By: Drew Godfrey – Chapter Historian 

 
 

Title:  One OLD Chiller 

 
I have stumbled on a very old centrifugal chiller this year that is still operating with 

extremely high reliability and decided to do my history paper on this particular 

system.  

 

How many 72 Ton Centrifugal chiller jobs have you ever seen?  Not many I’ll bet.  I 

was not even aware that centrifugal chillers were manufacturered in such low 

tonnages.  However, I have seen one in operation and it is currently running in 

Building #69 at the Mississippi State Hospital in Whitfield, MS.  I have attached a 

picture of the chiller and associated pumps.  The chiller was installed in 1971.  This 

building and one other, constructed at the same period, were done so before the 

state integrated it’s facilities.  This building was originally referred to as the Colored 

Building and it’s counterpart the White Building.  I am including this information, 

not intending it as a negative, but merely to date the equipment. 

 

One of the things that make this system unique, other than the size and age of this 

centrifugal chiller, is that the building has no backup system.  In other words, there 

is only one chiller, one chilled water pump, one cooling tower and one condenser 

water pump and the maintenance staff tell me that the system has never been down 

for anything other than a pump motor replacement.  A purge unit was added to the 

chiller to remove air but aside from that the chiller has performed remarkably well 

for it’s entire operating life. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 



 


